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	MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
TRANQUILLITY RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT
April 13, 2026


 
The Board of Directors of the Tranquillity Resource Conservation District (TRCD) met in the McMullin Area Sustainability Groundwater Agency Conference Room for a live and in-person meeting and via MS Teams meeting protocols, on Monday, April 13, 2026, at 3:06 P.M.
Jerry Radinoff, Chair presided, and Steve Haze kept the Minutes.

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by the President Jerry Radinoff at 3:06 P.M. at the District Office 275 So. Madera Avenue, Suite 301, Kerman and via MS Teams remote access and a quorum was declared.
	 	 
ROLL CALL:   In attendance were Jerry Radinoff, Steve Shehadey, Matt Hurley, Patrick Abercrombie, and Anthony Borges. 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Haze Executive Director and Erwin Duenas, NRCS District Conservationist and Mickael Kazzi, NRCS Conservation Planner
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: There were no public comments.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION:

1) Review and Approval of Agenda: Motion made to add discussion of Solar facilities to the agenda by – PA and second by AB. Passed unanimously. Motion to accept and approve agenda as amended – SS and seconded by AB.  Passed unanimously.
2) Review and Approval of draft Minutes from January 12, 2026 (No meetings February 9th and March 9th, 2026) Motion: PA and second by SS. Passed unanimously.
3) Discussion of Solar Facilities (Informational) – Fresno County notice of 1,800-acre CUP proposal and potential of others.  Board advised that ED follow as best as possible and keep Board informed. 
4) CARCD Board and San Joaquin Valley Region Elections:
a. CARCD Officers
i. Gomez – President
ii. Brodrick – Vice President
iii. Hurley – Treasurer
b. Resolutions – Passed as recommended by Policy Committee
c. Bylaws – Passed
d. SJV Region Officers:
i. Jerry Radinoff, TRCD – Regional Representative
ii. Matt Angell, CMRCD – Regional Chair
iii. Amy Silzinoff, CMRCD – Vice Chair
iv. Zackary Wells, EMRCD – Secretary
v. Steve Haze, TRCD - Treasurer
5) Streamline Accessibility for Website – Motion made to add DocAccess by SS and second by MH. Passed unanimously.
6) Potential Line of Credit – Deferred for later discussion.
7) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
a) General – Outreach and District Development effort
I. Website Activity – March pageviews was 16,517 and average 8,302.
II. Small Farms Network – Research at CSUF in which TRCD invited to participate focused on pistachios and collecting leaf samples for analysis.
III. CARCD – Water, Land & Soils and Policy Committees – The ED is Chair of the Water Committee, contacted DWR regarding their upcoming CA Water Plan Update 2028.
IV. Fresno County Public Works & Planning and CA Conservation Corps – Took tour of dump site outside of Avenal with representative from CCEJN.  Still determining if it is feasible to do.
V. TAP – Technical Assistance Provider: TRCD is adding a Conservation Planner from the NRCS on April 20th.  They will also be the district’s Tribal Liaison.
VI. Partnership Opportunities – BEAM Circular, SEEN, F3-Local, Soil Health Institute and others. Quite a lot of activities are starting to develop.  Supported UCM’s efforts on 4/7 in which the CA Dept of Food & Ag Board met.
VII. Outreach to other RCD and Others in SJV Region – Held 4th Local Working Group meeting on 2/25 and SJV Regional meeting on same day with elections of officers as noted earlier.
VIII. Fresno COG –Sustainable Communities Strategies recommendations has been developed and now goes before the RTP.
b) Financial Reports – 2025/26 Year-To-Date Income and Expenses Reports:
· Community West Bank Account Balance - $7,959.26
· Total Grants in progress - $241,454.00
· Accounts Receivables - $17,793.16
· A/R Not invoiced (Estimated) - $30,000
· Accounts Payable - $31,060.00
· AR versus AP Balance – $16,733.16
· Account Balance Outlook - $24,692.42
TRCD’s Funded Programs Report, Activities List with potential funding amounts, and CWB Account Transactions from June 2025 for new fiscal year to Current were provided.
c) Funding – Grant Development, Submission and/or Active
I. NRCS Funding Pool – $327K to provide support with six RCDs is an average of $55K
II. Prop 4: Healthy Soils and SWEEP funding opportunities – Matt led discussion on the importance of these and Tranquillity to apply as a Block Grant Recipient (BGR).  ED is reviewing requirements.
III. SGC-TCC -Round 6 Funding – Tranquillity is being encouraged to apply for a development grant.  Need to determine what would be eligible.
IV. SGC: Agricultural Land Access Technical Assistance Partner – CARCD is looking at being the applicant and what may make sense.
V. NACD-NRCS – Submitted a $117K one-year Technical Assistance proposal that provides 1/3 FTE of four TAPs. Still have not heard anything.
VI. Los Gatos Creek Rangeland & Grazing – Still looking at funding opportunities.
VII. Sustainable Lands Initiative (SLI) framework – 2nd Carbon Farm Plan for Rancho de Rodney (non-profit program) was completed in March.  AAFC Demonstration Farm, Smith Family Farm and Farm of the Future, Terra Nova in progress.
VIII. Mobile Irrigation Systems Testing – Looking at under CDFA SWEEP Grant.
IX. NRCS – Conservation Cooperative Agreement – The 4th Local Working Group (LWG) meeting was held on February 25th at the Kerman Community Center.  Had a very good turn-out.  Discussed resource concerns.  Looking at the 5th LWG meeting in late April/early May.
X. Strategic Growth Council (SGC) Transformative Climate Communities (TCC) Program – Our request for a one-year extension to May of 2027 was approved. Tour for Farm of the Future tour at Coalinga College was held on March 9th and included a tour of the Wet Side Research and Extension Center (WSREC).  Still need to plan for tour of Bar20 Ranch as well.
d) SJV Natural Resources Hub – Nothing significant to report.  Looking at support through SJV Region, CARCD.
e) NRCS Update – Erwin shared that the NRCS has fifteen Conservation Stewardship (CSP) proposals that are highly ranked.  There was also discussion on the resource challenges being faced with the high load of contracts, the use of Tranquillity’s personnel and how well they are doing.
f) District Carbon Management Plan – This is still evolving. Our first-hand CFP experience will provide the drafting of what that may look like in the future.
 	  
ADJOURNMENT: The Chair adjourned the meeting at 5.12 P.M. to the next Regular Meeting on May 11, 2026 at 3:00 P.M., Boardroom of the Agency or as otherwise directed by the Board.
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